
Region: Southern Tasmania

Experience: Attractive rainforest

Suggested time: Track to cave – 20-30 minutes

Difficulty: Easy to moderate

This short and easy Junee Cave Walk follows the Junee 
River upstream through rainforest understorey and open 
woodland to arrive at the mouth of a vast underground 

labyrinth of limestone caves. 

The track weaves through moisture-loving ferns, bracken, moss and 
lichen, and traces the Junee River, which flows from the limestone 
caves themselves. 

The 18,500 hectare Junee-Florentine karst system has the deepest 
two caves in Australia: The Tachycardia and Niggly caves both have an 
approximate depth of 375 metres. Other caves in this system contain 
well-preserved Aboriginal heritage in the form of animal bones, tools, 
hearths and hand stencils. 

In 1689, Slovenian Johann Weikhard von Valvasor coined the word karst 
when introducing the concept of underground river flows to fellow 
European scholars. 

Karst occurs when acidic water breaks down limestone or dolomite 
surfaces near their cracks. As the rock continues to erode, its fractures www.et.org.au
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This project is supported by Environment Tasmania, 
through funding from the Australian Government.

Junee Caves Track
become larger and wider and with time an underground drainage 
system, such as the Junee-Florentine, can be formed. 

Rivers in karst areas can repeatedly disappear through cracks in 
the ground and spring up again in different locations, often under 
a different name. The ultimate example of this is the Ljubljanica 
River in Slovenia, which is said to have seven name changes! 

You will find a special literary quote from  Australian writer 
Kathryn Lomer on the interpretation panel at the head of this 
track.

Getting there

 ´ From Hobart, travel through New Norfolk and on to Maydena 
via Bushy Park, Westerway and past Mt Field National Park. 
Maydena is 90 km from Hobart. 

 ´ Junee Caves is 5km south of Maydena. 

 ´ Turn right onto Junee Road opposite the Maydena general 
store. The road is well signposted.

 ´ The trailhead is approximately 3.4 km along Junee Road, on 
the right hand side.

Further resources

 Ä Tasmania Fire Service Alerts Map
 Ä Bureau of Meteorology weather warnings for Tasmania
 Ä Parks and Wildlife Service Tasmania – Before You Walk

This track was upgraded through 
project work by Environment 
Tasmania in partnership with Parks 
and Wildlife Service Tasmania. Thank 
you to all the paid professionals and 
volunteers involved.
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http://www.fire.tas.gov.au/Show?pageId=colGMapBushfires
http://www.bom.gov.au/tas/warnings/
http://www.parks.tas.gov.au/index.aspx?base=5576

